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Without 


contract, 
teachers 


to strike 
Friday 


By Elizabeth Behrman 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


If a contract agreement isn’t 
reached in the next three days, 
Pittsburgh teachers say they 
will do something they haven’t 
done in 40 years: go on strike. 

The Pittsburgh Federation of 
Teachers gave formal notice to 
the school district Monday 
morning that it intends to strike 
Friday if the two parties can’t 
agree on a contract before then. 
If a strike does occur, the 
union’s more than 3,000 mem- 
bers will head to the picket line, 
and roughly 24,000 students 
won’t have school. 

“It’s painful to do, so we 
wanted to give parents as much 
time as we could,” PFT president 
Nina Esposito-Visgitis said. 

Pennsylvania law requires the 
union give the school district at 
least 48 hours’ notice before a 
strike. The law also requires that 
students receive 180 days of in- 
struction between July 1 and 
June 15 each school year, dictat- 
ing how longastrike could last. 

Negotiators for the district 
and the union will meet again 
Tuesday. 

“We recognize the very 


SEE STRIKE, PAGE A-2 
INSIDE 


Parents seek alternatives for 
children notin school, Page A-2 


Supreme 
Court 
won't rule 
on fate of 
Dreamers 


By Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court on Monday re- 
jected the Trump administra- 
tion’s highly unusual bid to by- 
pass a federal appeals court and 
get the justices to intervene in 
the fate of a program that pro- 
tects hundreds of thousands of 
young immigrants from depor- 
tation. 

The announcement means 
the case affecting “Dreamers” 
will have to work its way 
through the lower courts before 
any Supreme Court ruling is 
possible. As a result, the legal 
shield for hundreds of thou- 
sands of young immigrants is 
being kept in place for the rest of 
this year, and perhaps longer, 
allowing people who have been 
covered by the Obama-era De- 
ferred Action for Childhood Ar- 
rivals program to continue liv- 
ing and working legally in the 
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the mother of Anthony E. Gallo, who was shot to death by state troopers in October. Story, Page B-1. 


“Andrew Rush/ Post-Gazette 
Betty Lou Gray, left, is comforted by her sister, Marie Fisher, before they attend an inquest Monday at the Washington County Courthouse. Ms. Gray is 


Westmoreland sheriff charged with 
having deputies campaign for him 


By Kevin Flowers 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


2015 re-election campaign. 

Sheriff Held, 43, of Claridge, was 
charged Monday with theft of ser- 
vices, theft by unlawful taking and 
conflict of interest, a felony. 

Sheriff Held turned himself in 
and was arraigned by a district 
judge Monday afternoon. He was 


released pending a preliminary 
hearing March 15. 

“Law enforcement officers are 
sworn to protect and serve our 
communities — not to seek contri- 
butions for their political 


SEE SHERIFF, PAGE A-8 


The state Attorney General’s of- 
fice has accused Westmoreland 
County Sheriff Jonathan Held of 
directing on-duty deputies to col- 
lect political contributions for his 


Unions rally here as high court 
hears case on mandatory fees 


By Daniel Moore 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


As the biggest threat to orga- 
nized labor in recent memory ad- 
vances this week before a conser- 
vative-leaning U.S. Supreme 
Court, labor unions have already 
begun to prepare for the fallout. 

On Monday morning, hundreds 
of union members and supporters 
rallied in Mellon Square in Down- 
town and marched along Grant 
Street during morning rush hour 
to protest what they see as a corpo- 
rate-funded attempt to bust unions 
nationwide. The crowd was mostly 
the Service Employees Interna- 
tional Union, which represents 
public sector workers including 
911 operators, unemployment com- 
pensation referees and human ser- 
vices staff. 

“Today is a dark day,” Pitts- 
burgh Mayor Bill Peduto said. “It’s 
a day that is pushing us back 100 
years. 

“But let me tell you this: For any- 
one working in the city of Pitts- 
burgh, I don’t care what they say. 
You are going to be represented, 
whether you’re the [Fraternal 


Darrell Sapp/Post-Gazette 
Marla Blunt of Homewood, a union member, speaks out during a rally 


SEE DACA, PAGE A-4 


SEE UNIONS, PAGE A-2 Monday at Mellon Square, Downtown. 


Attorney: 


Deputy 
thought 

e was 
from outside 


school 


Associated Press 


PARKLAND, Fla. — The 
sheriff's deputy assigned to 
guard the Florida high school 
that was the scene of a mass 
shooting never entered the 
building to confront the suspect 
because he believed the gunfire 
was coming from outside, his at- 
torney said Monday. 

Scot Peterson has been called 
a coward and worse for failing 
to act during the massacre that 
killed 17 people at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School. The criticism intensi- 
fied Monday as President Don- 
ald Trump blasted the deputy 
and other officers who were 
there, saying they “weren’t ex- 
actly Medal of Honor winners.” 

If he had been present, Mr. 
Trump said, he would have 
raced into the school during the 
attack even ifhe were unarmed. 

Mr. Peterson’s attorney, issu- 
ing his first public statement 
about the attack, said it was 
“patently untrue” that the dep- 
uty failed to meet sheriffs de- 
partment standards or acted 
with cowardice at the scene of 
the Feb. 14 assault. 

His statement appeared to 
contradict the sheriff, who said 
this past week that Mr. Peterson 
should have immediately 


SEE DEPUTY, PAGE A-4 
INSIDE 


Trump says he would have 
rushed into Florida school 
unarmed, Page A-4 
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